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Sunday, April 20t at 8:00 AM Pam Flaspohler Director of Religious Education
dre-sjfl@outlook.com
Confessions:
St. Joseph— Tuesday: 5:15 to 5:45 PM PARISH COUNCILS:
Sunday: 7:30 AM PASTORAL COUNCIL
St. Mary—  Saturdays: 4:00 to 5:15 PM Beth Lammers, Chair
St. Mary, Glasgow, Holy Mass Schedule: FINANCE COUNCIL
Saturday (vigil): 5:30 PM Father Duncan, Chair
Sunday: 10:00 AM STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL
Wednesday: 8:00 AM Roger Dorson, Chair
Thursday: 8:00 AM
Friday 8:00 AM PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
St. Joseph —Wednesdays 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
St. Mary — Tuesday-Friday 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Adoration: Holy Rosary:
St. Joseph — First Tuesday-2:00 PM to 5:45 PM St. Joseph—Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. 7:.00 AM
St. Mary —First Friday after AM Mass to 11 PM St. Joseph - Sunday morning at 7:40 AM, before Mass

St. Mary — Saturdays 5:05 PM

Mission Statement —St. Joseph Catholic Church seeks to be an actively visible faith community that
works to make disciples of Jesus Christ through our hospitality, education, sacraments, & service.

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: If you know of anyone needing the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick or Last Rites, please let Father know. If it is an emergency, please call the office phone or send Father
an email. If a family member is in a neighboring hospital (Columbia, etc.) and it is an emergency, please let
your doctor or nurse know to contact a Priest - they have priests on-call every day of the week at the larger
hospitals. If it is not an emergency but you’d like Father to visit in the hospital, please talk to him to arrange

a time for a visit.

Sacraments of Baptism or Marriage: a preparation process is required before either of these Sacraments is
celebrated. Please contact Father or Parish Secretary at least 6 months before a wedding is planned or as
soon as the pregnancy is known so that proper arrangements may be made for the spiritual preparations.



Bishop McKnight’s April prayer intention for our Local
Church: For all who have suffered abuse, that they may
experience healing and restoration. That we may be ever-
vigilant in protecting the vulnerable and ensuring our parishes
remain places of safety, love, and respect. We pray to the

Lord.
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

Marjorie Koenig* Mike Vroman
Linda Wallace* Eula Kempf*
Amy Shook (cancer) Terrie Young
Tom Boss Lance Quinlan

Adrienne Thies (healing)*
Steven John (cancer)
Carolyn Polson*

Steve Kempf (cancer)*
Wilma Liley
Lou Thompson (healing)*

Becky Streff (cancer) Jane Weiland (healing)*
Blake Wies (healing) Jim Ray Kluck (healing)
Jennifer Jex John Heitz (healing)
Johnny Sulltrop

Joe Bonnema (B. Sullivan’s uncle)

* = Parishioner of St. Joseph
Keep St. Joseph kids that are preparing for First Communion

and/or Confirmation in your prayers: Finley Asher, Cayle Ballew,

Abigail Crowley, Cayden De La Torre, Karolyn De La Torre,
Elliot Parker, Raylee Stockhorst, and Talon Stockhorst.

Pray for our Seminarians —2024-2025 school year
We currently have nine seminarians studying in our Diocese.

Please pray for an increase in Holy Vocations to the Priesthood so
that the Sacraments & Holy Mass may continue in our parishes:

Jacob Hartman Gage Neisen
Shane Kliethermes Gabriel Eckstein
Bryce Smith David Cahill
John Paul McGuire Samuel Cramer
Luke Dalton
Birthdays
Clara Crowley April 14
Lenore Araiza April 16
Gene Gerlt April 18
Heidi Haas April 21
Abigail Flaspohler April 25
Eleanor Flaspohler April 25
Charlie Niemeier April 25
Brittany Sullivan April 27
Mae Gerlt April 28
Becky Nolke April 28
Anniversaries
John & Nan Geha April 17 (26 years)
Larry & Wanda Fuemmeler April 22 (48 years)
Larry & Colleen Wies April 24 (49 years)
Jason & Sarah Hutchinson April 24 (21 years)
Dean & Brenda Fuemmeler April 29 (19 years)

St. Joseph Parish Tithing Stewardship

April 6, 2025 $ 2,940.00
April 13, 2025 $
April 20, 2025 $
April 27, 2025 $

(below — accrued totals for the month)
ACH Deposits / Blackbaud $ 1.890.60

Total for month $ 4,830.60
Weekly Goal / March 2025 $3,100.00
(°24-25 Budget Goal) / March  $15,500.00
Offertory Goal YTD $123,100.00
Offertory YTD Actuals 3110,479.38
Surplus/(Shortage) YTD $(12,620.62)

Calendar of events

Today PSR after Mass

Thurs., April 17® Holy Thursday Mass @ 7 PM -
(Glasgow)

Good Friday Service @ 7:30 PM
Easter Vigil @ 8:30 PM - Glasgow
No PSR

Fri., April 18
Sat., April 19"
Sun., April 20

DIOCESAN CHRISM MASS — All are invited to the
Chrism Mass, this year to be held THIS Tuesday, April 15th,
at The Cathedral in Jefferson City, at 3pm.

EASTER LILIES & FLOWERS — Easter Lilies & other
Spring flowers for the Church will be purchased this year in
collaboration with St. Mary (Glasgow) Parish to reduce the
overall cost. If you wish to donate towards these flowers in
memory of a loved one, please place your special offertory
envelope or a marked envelope in the collection. Thank you to
those who have contributed so far!

THANK YOU — Dear Father Duncan, parishioners, and all my
friends, thank you for all the prayers, visits, cards, food, and
support sent out during my illness. Bill appreciates all the care
and support as well. I know the prayers especially have
strengthened us as life gave us a brand-new route. We are very
thankful for all your outpourings. God bless all of you.

— Adrienne Thies

MASS INTENTIONS — If you would like to have a Mass
said, please place your intention in an envelope marked “Mass
Intention” and drop in the collection basket or contact Julia in the
office (660) 248-2439 (secretary-sjf@outlook.com). Mass
intentions are $10.00.

6" GRADE VOCATION DAY — Wed., May 7" at Our
Lady of Lourdes (OLLIS) in Columbia, Missouri. Please contact
the parish office or Megan Brondel, (573) 635-9127, with any
questions.

Items for the April 20™ bulletin need to be turned in by
Tuesday, April 15™. If you have items for the bulletin, send
to secretary email: secretary-sjfl@outlook.com.



Parish Stewardship — Liturgical Ministries

April Eucharistic Ministers: Roger Dorson, Benji Dorson, Susan Thomas

Sunday, April 13 — Sunday, April 20 —

Lectors: Frank Flaspohler, Joe Geist; Lectors: Zim Schwartze, Roger Dorson;

Gift Bearers: Crowley Family; Gift Bearers: Larry & Colleen Wies;

Servers: Jackson, Quincy, & Ryder Dorson; Servers: Xavier Barton, Frank Flaspohler;

Music: Sheila Wallace, Becky Kurtz, Elaine Smith, Music: Carrie Araiza, Laura Flaspohler;

Becky Nolke; Sacristan: Frank Flaspohler;

Sacristan: Kathy Dorson; Greeters: George Shook, Mary Hrdina;

Greeters: John & Beth Witte; Ushers: Ron A., Zach N., Tim C., Steve W., Benji D.,
Ushers: Larry F., Bill S., Casey B., Gerald H., Ryder D.

Charlie F., Jerry E.

Ministers taking Communion to shut ins: Week of April 13 (Beth L.) Week of April 20 (Susan T.)

Church cleaning: April 13 to 19 (Julia P.) April 20 to 26 (Nan G.)
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LENT STEWARDSHIP PRAYER

God of mercy, You have given us this special time to reflect on our lives, believe in the Good News and draw closer to You. May
this season of Lent help us be good stewards of this time: to fast and pray, be more generous and show others how to live in Christ.
Let us see each day of this season as a new opportunity to renew our lives and gain a deeper appreciation of Your active presence
in us and our community of faith. Give us the grace to see Your face in others, especially the poor and those who suffer. And
through your Spirit, enkindle in us the fire of Your love so that we may be better stewards of Your redeeming work throughout
the world. We ask this through Jesus Christ, Your Son. Amen.

EASTER SPECIAL COLLECTION — This Easter, our parish will Support Our Retired
Priests & Religious

take part in the diocesan Easter Special Collection. This collection is for the
benefit of retired priests and religious. We ask that you prayerfully reflect
and consider making this a part of your giving this Easter. The diocese
included special envelopes for this collection in this week’s issue of The
Catholic Missourian newspaper. You can use that envelope or any envelope
marked for this collection. You can make your gift during the special
collection at Mass on Easter or bring it to the parish office any time. Thank
you for your generosity. : > 0

Or, look for the envelope in the April 4th

ssue of The (

Through the Easter Special Collection

* Donate-Easter

tholic Missourian

PASTORAL COUNCIL ELECTION RESULTS — e bvefioe, —
Congratulations to Kellie Asher, Becky Kurtz and Zim Shwartze who will . Jetferson City

join St. Joseph’s Pastoral Council in May. We are very thankful for your

willingness to serve in this important role. Many thanks to all the candidates
and to all of our parishioners who voted this past Sunday.

SUMMER YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES

The Diocese is pleased to offer our parish families the following summer Joyful Sister‘:x%‘;{:emoo .
opportunities, mark your calendars now! community & faith Leadership

* TOTUS TUUS: Held at St. Mary Parish. -- June 8 to June 14, 2024. Open s A\ ()

to kids in grades 1 to 12. The morning session will be for grades 1-6 and the Citn )‘AI olek | I\/i‘ seibics © 3i
evening session will be for grades 7-12. The cost is free! Save the date and g ool e e o oo
plan to attend this great summer opportunity held locally! . o

* CAMP LOLEK: for Jr. High students (incoming 6® to 8). o e vt ek

* CAMP MACCABEE: 5-day adventure camp for (High School) incoming
Freshman to incoming Senior guys. £
* CAMP_SIENA: 5-day adventure camp for (High School) incoming S jefrerson City DIOJEFFCITY.ORG/YOUTH-CAMPS
Freshman to incoming Senior women. d




ST. MARY SCHOOL NEWS

+ SCHOOL START TIME Reminder - The school day begins at 7:50am. The g
students are to be in their classrooms by this time. On Mass days, we are to be at }) A LM
church before Mass begins at 8:00. In order for students to use the restroom and ., ,
get their bookbags unpacked, they need to be here before 7:50am. This allows S U N DA\
them time to go over to church with their class. Thank you for your help! 6#‘ Y o~

+ RE-ENROLLMENT PACKETS Enrollment packets for the 20252026 LORI)'S
school year are being sent home today. The return date is May 9. Students will P AS S l O N

receive a dress down day for packets returned by April 16. The dress down day E
—~ —

will be Mon., May 19th.

+ EASTER BREAK Easter Break begins on Thursday, April 17. We will return
to school on Monday, April 28. We hope everyone has a relaxing break!

+ 2" GRADE MISSION PROJECT Second grade’s mission project, a
Lemonade Stand for Children’s Miracle Network, will be held Thursday, May 1st,
and Friday, May 2nd. This will be held from 11:45-12:30 on the St. Mary School
parking lot. The cost will be $1.00 a cup. Thank you!

+ MAY CROWNING We are planning for our annual May Crowning and Art
Show for Friday, May 2" beginning at 6:30pm. This involves the whole school
and is one of our closing events of the school year. After the event, we have a
reception and art show in the cafeteria. Please keep this date open on your
calendar. If your student is unable to attend, please send a note to school as soon
as possible as we will begin assigning parts for May Crowning.

+ SMS MOVIE OPPORTUNITY St. Mary 5™ through 8" graders have an
opportunity to attend the movie, Carlos Acutis. Carlos Acutis was very devoted to the Eucharist and his faith. He died at the age
of 15 from leukemia. He will be canonized as a saint on April 27, 2025, and will be the first millennial saint. Permission slips
were sent home on Friday. There is no cost for SMS students thanks to the Roaring on the River proceeds!

OPEN TEACHING POSITIONS

* St. Mary has a third-grade teaching position open. We want to thank Allie Schulte for teaching this semester. She will be
greatly missed!
* St. Mary also has a preschool aide position open. Thank you to Morgan Kaylor for her service with our preschoolers!

.

COMMLUINITY
ARUTO )
SALES AND SERVICE oo

ay 11:00 am to 10:00 pm

GEHA REALTY

John Geha and Joe Geha
573.424.3300 573.289.8902

john@johngeha.com  www.geharealty.com

m 2531 Main Street SPONSOR A SPACE Bunking Mode
ogmIa, o IN OUR BULLETIN! it

660-882-2055
Open Daily 6am — 2pm Support St. Joseph
All you can eat: Parish!
BreakIustOny.— SatinEya Contact the Parish Office

Lunch Buffet - Sundays

CAFE Come join us! 660-248-2439

EXCHANGE BANK
OF MISSOURI

ebmo.com | info@ebmo.com
24 hrvoiceline 866.642.4144

hilgedick

electric service
fayetts, missouri 65248

070 mulbeny st telophone o= 3T 35T
CONTRACTING » HEATING » AIR CONDITIONING




HOLY WEEK 2025

APRIL 13™ TO APRIL 20™

Palm Sunday - Regular Sunday Schedule
- 8:00 AM - St. Joseph, Fayette

o There will be a Procession; it will begin in the Parish Hall.

- 10:00 AM - St. Mary, Glasgow
o No Procession: Second Form: The Solemn Entrance will be used.
o All the faithful will begin in their pews. Father will begin the Mass in the back of the
Church with the blessing of the Palms and reading of the Gospel.
Monday - No Mass
Tuesday - “Great / Holy Tuesday”
- 3:00pm, Chrism Mass at the Cathedral of St. Joseph, Jefferson City.

- No Daily Mass or Confession at St. Joseph, Fayette that evening.
Wednesday - No Mass - Father Duncan is with SMS Students on Field trip / Holy Mass at the
Old Cathedral Basilica in St. Louis.

HOLY THURSDAY -
- 7:00 PM, St. Mary, Glasgow
- The Altars of Repose at St. Mary, Glasgow and St. Joseph, Fayette will
be open until 11:00pm for private prayer.

GOOD FRIDAY - (no Blessed Sacrament in the Altar of Repose, but removed
from Church completely)

- 3:00 PM Stations, St. Mary, Glasgow

- 3:30 PM to 5:00 PM - Confessions, St. Mary, Glasgow

- 5:30 PM Good Friday Service, St. Mary, Glasgow

- 7:30 PM Good Friday Service, St. Joseph, Fayette

HOLY SATURDAY -
- 3:30 PM to 5:00 PM - Confessions, St. Joseph, Fayette
- 8:30 PM Easter Vigil, St. Mary, Glasgow

EASTER SUNDAY - Regular Sunday Schedule
- 8:00 AM - St. Joseph, Fayette
- 10:00 AM - St. Mary, Glasgow
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Lent for the Family

Dear Family:

Read the reflection about the
anticipation of Holy Week and
discuss the “Ponder and Pray”
questions and prompts, thinking
about how Our Lord is calling

you to act. Then consider the
challenges of the “Live It” section,
have fun with the family activities,
and dive into the visio divina

prayer exercise.

The Agony
and the Ecstasy
of These Days

Holy Week is a journey suspended
between sorrow and hope, when the
weight of the Cross looms heavy, yet
the promise of Resurrection whispers
just beyond sight. We walk with

Jesus as he enters Jerusalem to cries
of “Hosanna,” knowing these voices
will soon shout, “Crucify him.” We
follow him into the Temple, where zeal
consumes him and the tension with
religious leaders escalates. We witness
the intimacy of the Last Supper, where
Judas slips into darkness, leaving an
unsettling void. These days draw us
into the reality of sacrifice, obedience,
and redemption.

Palm Sunday (C)
Luke 19:28-40

Isaiah 50:4-7
Philippians 2:6-11
Luke 22:14—23:56 or 23:1-49

‘ ‘ And he took bread, and when he had given thanks
he broke it and gave it to them, saying,

‘This is my body which is given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.’

29

—Luke 22:19

Imagine walking with Mary through
these events. Picture the joy in her eyes
as the crowd celebrates Jesus, but also
the silent anguish she carries, knowing
what lies ahead. Sit with her at the Cross
on Good Friday. Her sorrow is tangible,
yet her faith remains steadfast. “He will
rise,” she whispers with certainty. Now,
on Holy Saturday, be with her as she
waits in stillness by the sealed tomb. Feel
the weight of absence and see the flicker
of hope she guards deep within her heart.

."l B
,‘i’ ay

: Witness mong th Palms by Mike Moyers

This week asks us to hold grief and
joy together, to trust that in the deepest
darkness, light already is breaking
through. Like Mary, affix your gaze

on Christ. Let his Passion teach you
about God’s boundless love, and let the
anticipation of Easter stir a renewed
faith in you. The tomb is not the end—
his Resurrection is coming.

To read more about the anticipation of Holy

Week, see The Ascension Lenten Companion:
Walking with Mary to Jerusalem.

ascensionpress.com * 1-800-376-0520 ,//‘\\\ ASCENSION



— Ponder and Pray

Live It

* Asyou enter Holy Week,
what emotions tise within This Holy Week, find a way to reflect intentionally on the duality of sorrow

YOU—joy, SOrrow, or and joy. Each evening, light a candle as a reminder of Christ’s light that shines
perhaps both? in the darkness. Pray with Scripture or attend the services of the Triduum—

Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil. Consider journaling your
*  What would it look like for

you to walk intentionally

thoughts, emotions, and prayers each day, asking Mary to guide you through
the heaviness of the week toward the joy of the Resurrection.

with Jesus each day of this

sacred week? Visio Divina
* In what ways can Mary’s Take a moment to imagine Mary following behind Jesus as he enters the gates
quiet strength and presence of Jerusalem. As she moves through the bustling crowd, she remains prayerful,
guide you through the tension observing everything with the quiet attentiveness of a mother’s heart. What might
of this week? Reflect on her it have felt like to walk in her sandals, witnessing the joyful praise for her son,
emotions and experiences knowing the difficult path that still lay ahead? As you enter into this meditation, ask
| during this week. the Holy Spirit to stir your heart and help you see through Mary’s eyes.

Question 1:
What stands out to you about Mary’s posture and expression as she walks
behind Jesus? What might her gaze reveal about what she’s feeling or thinking?

Fun for

the deily Question 2:

Focus on the people following behind Mary. What do you imagine they think

‘ reate a walk—through. and feel as they walk this path?
experience of the Triduum.

On Holy Thursday, set a table

with bread and juice, sharing a

reflection on the Last Supper

and service. On Good Friday,

gather in a quiet space, reflect Question 3:

o s (LA, 2108 ey (i What emotions do you think Mary experienced as she watched the crowd

On Holy Saturday, prepare

praise Jesus, knowing full well of his suffering to come?
by decorating with flowers

or setting out Easter candles,
anticipating the joy of the

Resurrection. On Easter Sunday,

celebrate with a family breakfast,

recognizing the hope brought by For free videos and downloadable resources featuring Lenten

the risen Christ. Companion: Walking with Mary to Jerusalem with Fr. Mark Toups, scan
this code with your camera. This bulletin’s reflection by Fr. Toups and

“Family Fun” were adapted from Lenten Companion.

© 2025 Ascension Publishing Group, LLC. This product is intended for reproduction in parish bulletins in either electronic or printed form. Excerpts were taken from the Lectionary for
Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, Second Typical Edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with
permission. All rights reserved. No portion of the Lectionary may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. The Scripture quotation at the top of
the first page is from the Revised Standard Version—-Second Catholic Edition (Ignatius Edition), © 2006 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. This work is not for resale.



Encountering the Word

with Jeff Cavins

Palm Sunday (C)

Luke 19:28-40 e Isaiah 50:4-7 * Philippians 2:6-1
Luke 22:14-23:56 or 23:1-49

i 3

The Cross Is Our Path to Victory

T he Palm Sunday readings are the longest of the liturgical year, spanning Jesus’
triumphant entry into Jerusalem to his crucifixion. I found them painfully long as
a kid, but now I see their length serves a purpose. This is the center of our faith.

God has a plan to bring us into his family as adopted children, sharing in his glory and
the life of the Trinity. But this plan came at a cost more than two thousand years ago.
Jesus paid the price for our sins, purchasing us with his life. He has claimed us as his
own and has set us free. We are now his bride, and he is our bridegroom.

The Cross might seem foolish to people who do not understand, but to us, it is power—
the power of transformation through love. It frees us from sin and unites us to a
tremendous mystery. As St. Paul said, “I have been crucified with Christ, yet I live, no
longer I, but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:20).

Isn’t it fascinating that we call this public humiliation and death the “triumph of
the Cross”? It is indeed a triumph over death, hell, and the grave. Even on the Cross,
Jesus showed confidence in the victory to come, promising Paradise to the thief
who believed.

I encourage you to pick up your cross and follow Jesus. As we die to ourselves and
live for Christ, we will experience this victory. Like a seed in the ground, we must die
to produce fruit. The difficulties you face are opportunities to join with Christ and
experience victory, even in weakness.

_ —— gy

Live the Gospel

Jeff Cavins says, “The Cross
is a focus of our worship. I
invite you to do two things
this week. Arrive at Mass
about fifteen minutes early,
sit quietly, and ponder the
cross that is displayed in
your parish church. What
does it mean to you? We all
have crosses that we bear.
Offer up one area of struggle
in your life to unite yourself
with Christ’s sacrifice on
Calvary on that Good Friday”

Dive Deeper

Scan this code to watch:

https://media.ascensionpress.
com/video/palm-sunday-c/

© 2025 Ascension Publishing Group, LLC * ascensionpress.com * 1-800-376-0520



Ponder and Proy » How can I embrace the Cross in my daily life?

» Where do I need Christ’s transformative power the most?

» How can I use the challenges in my life as opportunities to grow closer to Jesus?

Make It Your Own

You and others in your household may use
this space to write anything about today’s
Mass. Your view of Jeff Cavins’s reflection,
your priest’s homily, your answers to the
questions on this page—anything to help
you and your household get the most out of

today’s Mass.
7 N
‘ ‘ At the name of Jesus every
knee should bend. ’ ,
-Philippians 2:10

\ /

Jeff Cavins is the author of The Bible Timeline: The Story of Salvation and the creator of the video series Sundays with Ascension, from which this reflection was adapted.

© 2025 Ascension Publishing Group, LLC. This product is intended for reproduction in parish bulletins in either electronic or printed form. Excerpts were taken from the Lectionary for Mass
for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, Second Typical Edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with permission.
All rights reserved. No portion of the Lectionary may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. This work is not for resale.



What does Jesus’ suffering
have to do with the suffering in
my life?

«.

he Passion can seem like just a story of distant events
T in the past. The truth is that Jesus’ Cross is deeply
connected to our own crosses. In an article about St. Dismas,
the good thief,” Colin Maclver explains.

| Am Dismas and So Are You

When I thought about and prayed with the story of Dismas
as told in Luke’s Gospel, a meditation on suffering grew in
my interior life. It seems that I have spent my life hanging
next to Christ. The doom of suffering unto death, in its
varying levels of intensity, is mine. Because of sin, it is what
I deserve. At the risk of escalating this too quickly, I'll just go
right for it and say this: My sentence is death. I am terminal.
So much around me tries to distract, numb, and deny a fact
that remains: I will suffer, and I will die.

When I fail to numb that reality away and breathe in the
ache of my mortality, I am left with two paths. One is to
curse God, mock Christ, and rail on in my bitterness until I
am finally silenced by death, like Gesmas (Gestas), “the bad
thief” The other path is to look over at the bleeding and
suffocating Christ beside me and to console his heart with
an outcry of faith and repentance, like Dismas.

Crosses Change Everything

Scripture tells us nothing of the method

of Dismas’ crucifixion, but in my own
meditative imagination, Dismas was nailed
like Christ. In his final hours, as he pulled
himself up by the nails to take a breath, he
rose and fell on his cross in harmony with
Christ. Dismas’s wounds were conformed
to those of Jesus, and the entire shape and
meaning of his life was transformed.

I use this vision to sustain me in rough
moments. When any given day is full of
agony, I know that I do not hang on my
cross alone, and I can turn my gaze to

the one crucified next to me. I see that I
deserve my cross, while he is innocent, and
I can immediately perceive the way he is
looking at me. His eyes are full of mercy. It
changes everything.




The Promise of Remembrance

Whether you are a daily Mass goer or do or deal drugs,
whether you are suffering from a hangnail or a terminal
illness, whether you are young or old, rich or poor—know
this: You do not hang alone. If your cross is anxiety,
unemployment, divorce, stress, poverty, chronic pain, or a
slow internet connection ... you do not hang alone. Look
next to you. Make eye contact with the one who is innocent
and crucified. Rebuke the voices of complaint, bitterness,
and despair and call on his mercy. I am Dismas and so are
you. The whole lot of us face a terminal sentence. Nothing
we buy, nothing we invent or do can keep us from our
doom. We will all suffer, and we will all die, but this is not
the last word; at least, it does not have to be.

Look into the eyes of Christ and pray this right now:

Make It Your Own “Remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
Pray specifically with St. Luke’s Passion narrative Luke 23:42

and put yourself in the place of St. Dismas. Write

down what you want to say to Jesus crucified Can you hear the response? It is a promise, sealed in blood
right next to you. and agony, that you will be remembered. Count on it.

Ponder and Pray

« What are your current crosses, and how can you
connect with Jesus’ Passion in a particular way this
Holy Week?

« How does your prayer life enter into a conversation
with Jesus’ crucifixion?

« What would you say to Jesus if you were hanging
beside him?

Dive Deeper

Scan this code to listen more.

Or go to: https://media.ascensionpress.
com/2019/04/24/a-reminder-from-
dismas-youll-be-remembered/

Colin Maclver is the campus minister at St. Scholastica Academy in Covington, Louisiana. He has co-authored several popular programs for Ascension with
his wife, Aimee. Colin also contributes to Ascension Articles, from which this reflection was adapted. Full bio: https://newsroom.ascensionpress.com/presenter/

colin-and-aimee-maciver/ it ASCENSION
© 2025 Ascension Publishing Group, LLC. This product is intended for reproduction in parish bulletins in electronic and/or printed form. This work is not for X . 5
resale. Scripture quotations are from the Revised Standard Version-Second Catholic Edition (Ignatius Edition), © 2006 National Council of the Churches of ascensionpress.com * 1-800-376-0520

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.



